=y The Ministers of Music

e The Assembly

The primary minister of music is the assembly itself. Every member of the assembly is
called to participate in the liturgy by way of acclamations, responses, psalms, antiphons
and other songs. With the support of competent music ministers, the entire assembly is
enabled to voice its song of praise to the God of salvation.

¢ Director of Music Ministry
The director of music ministry must possess a good knowledge of music and the liturgy.
e The Cantor

The principal role of the cantor is to proclaim the Responsorial Psalm and to elicit the
assembly’s response.

e The Choir
The principal role of the choir is to lead and support the song of the assembly.
e Organist and Other Instrumentalists

As servants of the Church’s prayer, organists and other instrumentalists provide support
for the song of the assembly.

e The Leader of Song

The leader of song supports the song of the assembly, especially in the absence of a choir.
While it is fitting to have a leader of song even when a choir is present, it is always
desirable to have a leader of song when there is no choir to support the song of the
assembly. The leader of song does not stand at the ambo, but rather at another place
which is visible to the assembly. In some cases the leader of song also serves as the
cantor.

Excerpts from Guidelines for Liturgical Music, Revised, copyright © Conacon Inc., 2006, 2015. (pp. 12-13.)
All rights reserved. Reproduced with the permission of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops.
Please visit www.cccb.ca.

Prepared by the Liturgy Committee of the Archdiocese of Grouard-McLennan




