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24 June 2011 
Dear Pastors, Lay Pastoral Animators and Parishioners,


I am writing this letter early to replace a usual July letter.  Already my summer is beginning to take me in several directions, and I do wish to get these few lines off to you all.
Comings and Goings


My agenda for the coming months looks like this:

23-28 June 

Halifax


meeting of CCEPIRSS
30 June-12 July
Nigeria


ordinations; visit to Diocese of Orlu

16-18 July 

Lac Ste-Anne

Native pilgrimage

25 July-2 August
Halifax


vacation

9-22 August

Spain


World Youth Days with diocesan group
26 August

Peace River

retirement celebration for Sr. Georgette

28 August

John D’Or Prairie
farewell Mass for Sisters of Ste-Chretienne
30 August 

Peace River

opening Mass, Holy Family School Board 
Move to Grande Prairie


I and others on my staff have received several comments and questions about the decision to move the chancery offices to Grande Prairie.  Along with what I said in my previous letter, let me add the following:

Some feel that this decision has come out of the blue.  I can assure you, however, that I have pondered the need of such a move for a long time, and have had many discreet conversations.  All the while, I admit that I was reluctant to speak too publically of my considerations, for fear of raising needless anxiety among the staff in McLennan.  Once we began to show our present chancery building to interested parties so as to judge how else we could make good use of this building, it became much more pressing to speak of this to them.  Once I spoke to the staff, it seemed prudent to share this with the parish in McLennan and to the whole diocese.  I am sorry if my desire to be discreet has led anyone to be suspicious.

You will notice that I have not yet moved, and that I mentioned no time line in my announcement.  I am still in McLennan, but of course having made the decision, I am trying to make the move as soon as is prudently possible.  There is much to be done.  The Archdiocesan Finance Committee is advising me to have sufficient funds raised before we move.  We have been examining the options for procuring suitable offices in Grande Prairie, as well as a residence for me.  We are still examining the best use of the present building in McLennan.  I expect all of this to take from twelve to eighteen months.  

There are concerns raised about my pastoral care for the whole diocese once I move to Grande Prairie.  This seems to arise from a fear that once I move to Grande Prairie, I will no longer care about anyone or anyplace else.  I’m not sure where this comes from.  To quote Jesus, “Have I been with you all this while, and still you do not know me?”  (John 14:9)  In my four and a half years as archbishop, I have not only tried my utmost to attend every event to which I’ve been invited, but I’ve also created many opportunities to be among you.  This, despite my disinclination to drive.  By the way, already several people from Grande Prairie are offering to chauffer me around the archdiocese when I love here.  
My executive assistant Gerard Nicolet and my financial administrator Paulette Carrier have been developing a business plan.  It is my hope to share this with all of you once we have more details in place.  In the meantime, I recommend this project to your prayers.  

Visitation of the Slave Lake Deanery


Over the past several weeks, I have visited the Slave Lake Deanery and most of its communities.  This has been a good opportunity to meet the parishioners in these places, to understand better their challenges and to appreciate their spirit of faith and charity.  I am grateful for the welcome I received in every place, and I especially appreciated the time spent with our priests.  


Needless to say, the devastation experienced in the town of Slave Lake was painful to them.  Yet it was heartening to see the concern and care that the people in that community felt for their fellow residents.  Let us continue to support them by our prayers and expressions of solidarity.  


As you can see by the above, I will be away for much of the summer.  Though separated from you by many miles, know that you are remembered in my prayers and Masses.
Sincerely in Christ the Redeemer,

+ Gerard Pettipas, C.Ss.R.

Archbishop f Grouard-McLennan

P.O. Box 388, McLennan AB  T0H 2L0

Phone 780 324 3002     Fax 780 324 3952
      Email gpettipas@serbernet.com


