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1 June 2011 
Dear Pastors, Lay Pastoral Animators and Parishioners,

Slave Lake


We are all aware of the disaster that took place in Slave Lake a couple of weeks ago.  Large portions of the town were totally obliterated by wildfires; other portions were affected by flames, while some parts of the town and individual homes were spared.  It will obviously take many months for this community to return to normal.  

Many people from far and wide have contacted the chancery office, wondering how our church there has fared, and asking how they can help.  Somewhat miraculously, our church and rectory seem to be unaffected by the flames, although the buildings all around it were destroyed.  We shall examine the building more closely once residents are permitted to return to town.  As for assistance to needy parishioners, while we have not solicited funds at this point in time, money that has been sent to us will be earmarked for Slave Lake and made available to those in need once those needs are better identified.  Meanwhile, I know that you all join me in your prayers and moral support for one and all in Slave Lake and vicinity.

Move to Grande Prairie


 In spite of the cordial welcome and genuine support that I have enjoyed in McLennan since becoming the archbishop, I have become increasingly aware that this is not the most suitable location for me and the chancery offices at this point in our history.  I have thus begun to look seriously at a move to Grande Prairie, which provides the only air transportation by national carriers within the archdiocese, as well as a suitably large population base from which to hire chancery office staff.  

There are many elements to such a move.  While this letter does not provide the best medium for details, let me share with you the following:

· This move is motivated primarily by transportation and staffing needs.

· I have no intention to change the name of the archdiocese or the designation of the cathedral.  We will remain to be known as the Archdiocese of Grouard-McLennan, and the cathedral will remain to be St. John the Baptist Cathedral in McLennan.

· A suitable residence for me is being sought in the city of Grande Prairie.

· At the same time, we are searching for suitable office space for chancery offices in Grande Prairie.  For the time being this will have to be a temporary situation, as we continue to examine our future needs and office space that will adequately meet these needs.  
· We are making every effort to acquire the residence and offices in the most economic way possible, because the archdiocese has limited financial resources at this time.  I am very grateful to those who on hearing of this move have already offered their financial help or skills and labour to make everything ready.

· We are seeking a suitable tenant to lease the present chancery office building in McLennan.  It is our hope that the lessee will provide office space for the parish priest and receptionist there.

Youth Ministry Coordinator


I am pleased to announce that we have finally engaged a suitable coordinator of youth ministry in the archdiocese.  Marie Cailliau, originally from Valleyview, has been working as a youth minister and a teacher for the past few years.  She comes very highly recommended, and she looks forward to joining our ministry team in the archdiocese.


Youth ministry in our parishes and schools has been identified by many of you as a high priority.  As Marie begins her work among us, I feel the need to point out a couple of things.  First, that there is no easy solution to the challenge of the Church’s outreach to young people.  It would be unrealistic and unfair for us to think that Marie will be able to “solve the problem” of the disengagement of youth people from Church life.  She will attempt to apply “best practices” in her ministry, but the real issue is one of young people in possession of a committed faith in Jesus Christ and in the Church.  My other caution is that she is hired as a youth ministry coordinator, not as a youth minister.  She will assist our parishes and schools to offer youth programs, but she will not run those programs herself.  She will rely mightily on all of us.  
New GIRM and Roman Missal


I am grateful for the workshops that Bernadette Gasslein has offered in our diocese in preparation for the new GIRM (General Instruction of the Roman Missal) which will take effect on Sunday 25 September, and the new translation of the Roman Missal which will be used as of Sunday 27 November.  Her input was filled with solid catechesis.  While we look for ways to keep this input fresh, I believe our greatest benefit will be to read the GIRM itself when it is published and distributed.

Sincerely in Christ the Redeemer, 

+ Gerard Pettipas, C.Ss.R.

Archbishop of Grouard-McLennan 
P.O. Box 388, McLennan AB  T0H 2L0

Phone 780 324 3002     Fax 780 324 3952
      Email gpettipas@serbernet.com


