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1 May 2011 
Dear Pastors, Lay Pastoral Animators and Parishioners,


Alleluia!  Jesus Christ is risen!  He is truly risen!  We are once again in a liturgical season of rejoicing.  Having marked the suffering and death of Jesus our Saviour, we now celebrate in our liturgy His rising to new life.  This is the “good news” in the fullest sense of the term.  His passing through death to new life is also our rebirth to new life.  While those of us who have been born and raised in the Church may feel non-plussed by this reality, I encourage each and every one to ponder the significance of the resurrection for both our life and our after-life.

Father Stanley Maduechesi


Father Stanley Maduechesi is the newest arrival of a priest to work in our archdiocese.  Father Stanley comes from the Diocese of Enugu in Nigeria, and will be with us for five years.  He is presently at the chancery office in McLennan, being prepared for as assignment in one of our parishes.  

Temporary Pastoral Assignments


Speaking of which, this summer there are some changes of priest personnel in the archdiocese, some of these brought about by priests moving on from among us.  I am not yet prepared to present a roster for the next year, but I share with you the following:

Father Sebastian Kunnathuparambil will be leaving Valleyview this month, and will be taking a pastoral assignment in the Diocese of Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.  Father Sebastian has been with us since 2001.  We wish him well in his future assignment.

Father Raj Koppula has accepted an assignment in the Diocese of Savannah, Georgia USA beginning once his documentation is completed.  Temporarily he will serve the communities of Valleyview, Sturgeon Lake and Crooked Creek when Father Sebastian leaves.
Father Joseph Thazhathemuriyil, VC, will be leaving Peace River this month, having served in the diocese since 1998.  Father Joseph is returning to Kerala (India).  We are grateful for his many years with us; I know that the departure will be difficult both for him and for the parishioners in Peace River.  
Father Stanley Maduechesi will temporarily serve the parish in Peace River, until assignments are made later this summer.

Father Tony Chakkunga, VC, will be leaving the parish in High Prairie towards the end of June.  I hope that by then I will be able to announce the various assignments around the archdiocese.

The Soeurs de Ste-Chrétienne, as already announced, will be leaving John D’Or Prairie at the end of August.  I am planning a farewell Mass with this community on Sunday August 28th.  
Blessing of the new St. Joseph Seminary


As I write this letter, I am looking forward to participating in the blessing of the new St. Joseph Seminary in Edmonton.  While owned and operated by the Archdiocese of Edmonton, St. Joseph’s is the seminary that educates and forms most of the future priests from the majority of dioceses in western Canada.  The present buildings, which were opened to the student body only last September, is the third “home” for the seminary.  In 1927, the first building that the seminary occupied was the former Oblate scholasticate on 110th Street in Edmonton.  After the Second World War, with the sharp rise in numbers of seminarians, a new building was built in 1957 on St. Albert Trail, just south of the city of St. Albert.  In 1969, with the creation of Newman Theological College, theological courses were separated from the spiritual formation of seminarians, and Newman College was then open to educating lay students who wished to pursue courses alongside seminarians in various branches of theology.  In 1990, the Sulpician Priests, noted for their running of seminaries, took over the administration of St. Joseph’s.  


The latest development arose when the Province of Alberta wanted to extend the Anthony Henday Highway through the seminary property on St. Albert Trail.  With the sale of that property and further fundraising in Edmonton and throughout the west, the present buildings for both the seminary and the college were built on property that the Archdiocese of Edmonton owned near the intersection of 84th Street and 98th Avenue.  


Our archdiocese expects to have six seminarians at St. Joseph’s this fall – our largest number ever.  This bodes well for our future need for priests to serve us.  Please pray for them, and support the archdiocese in their education.

Finance Statement and Meeting on May 14th

Each year, in the spirit of collaboration with all of our parishes and in our desire to demonstrate transparency in our operating, the Archdiocesan Finance Committee meets with pastors and representatives of parish Finance Committees and Parish Pastoral Councils.  These meetings have proven to be excellent exchanges on the goals and plans in the archdiocese as reflected in our fiscal operations.  This year’s meeting is being held in Peace River on May 14th.


Anyone is welcome to view the financial statements of the archdiocese on our website at www.archgm.ca
Sincerely in Christ the Redeemer,

+ Gerard Pettipas, C.Ss.R.
P.O. Box 388, McLennan AB  T0H 2L0

Phone 780 324 3002     Fax 780 324 3952
      Email gpettipas@serbernet.com


