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1 April 2011 
Dear Pastors, Lay Pastoral Animators and Parishioners,

I am writing this from Edmonton, where I have been preaching a Lenten mission at the basilica.  It has been a very positive experience.  The people seem to be very encouraged by the mission exercises.  I have enjoyed being among them, and sharing rectory life with the priests who live there.

From here I am going to a couple of meetings in Toronto and Ottawa before returning home on Tuesday.  

Summer School in Liturgical Studies.  The Summer School in Liturgical Studies had operated for several years in the past by Newman College in Edmonton.  Because of some cuts that Newman College needed to make a few years ago, this two-week course was discounted.  Believing that it was of great benefit to our people, the bishops of western Canada reinstituted it last year.  The summer school now takes place in a different western diocese each year.  This year it will be held in Saskatoon, SK from 18-29 July 2011.  I recommend it to anyone interested in learning more about the liturgy of the Church.  More information is available on the summer school website, at www.wcl-ssls.ca.
Chrism Mass.  The Chrism Mass has long been held on the Tuesday of Holy Week.  This year it falls on 19 April.  I encourage all Catholics in the archdiocese to attend this special ceremony, at which the three holy oils used in the Church are blessed, and the priests of the diocese renew their commitment to service in the Church.  The Mass will begin at the Cathedral in McLennan at 7:30 pm.
Workshop on New Missal.  Most of you know by now that there are changes coming to the way that we celebrate the Mass.  We recently received word that the new General Instruction on the Roman Missal will go into effect on the last Sunday of September 2011, and the new Missal will take effect on the First Sunday of Advent, 27 November.  

These changes are an excellent opportunity for us all to be renewed in our understanding of the Mass.  Bernadette Gasslein, who has written a great deal on the liturgy and is the editor of Celebrate! has to come and conduct a workshop for our diocese on the Mass.  Besides a session for the priests, she will offer a workshop for all interested parishioners on Saturday 21 May in McLennan, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Please mark your calendar if you wish to come to this workshop.  Because of the need to prepare lunch, registration for this workshop is necessary.  The form can be accessed on our website at www.archgm.ca. 
Sr. Georgette Payeur.  After several years as the Director of the Lay Formation Program for the archdiocese, Sister Georgette Payeur has indicated to me her retirement at the end of June.  Sister Georgette will continue to live in Peace River, involved as a volunteer in the parish there and in the archdiocese.  We look forward t an event later in the summer to show our appreciation for Sister Georgette’s years of service among us.
Sisters Bernadette Gautreau & Jeannette Berger.  In similar fashion, Sisters Bernadette and Jeannette, the two remaining Sisters of Ste. Chretienne in the archdiocese, are being called to their motherhouse this summer.  This will mark the end of their Community’s presence and ministry in the diocese after more than fifty years.  As a sign of recognition for them and their Congregation in the northern missions of our diocese, Catholic Missions in Canada will be presenting them the St. Joseph Award at the CMIC annual fundraising gala to be held in Toronto on Thursday 5 May 2011.  I am also looking forward to a local celebration for them in John D’Or Prairie later in the summer.

March for Life.  You may have read in the media that the Alberta bishops have decided not to participate in the March for Life in Edmonton this May.  This painful decision, made because of our disagreement with the strategy of displaying large posters of dismembered foetuses, has been made after much soul-searching.  It in no way reflects any diminished commitment on our part to the protection of all human life; nor do we imply by this that others should not participate in the march.  I pray that a resolution of this impasse may be found for the sake of future such events.

As we journey though the Lenten season, I pray that the celebration of Holy Week and Easter in our parish communities may be an experience of Christ’s death and resurrection, which brings new life to one and all.  

Sincerely in Christ the Redeemer,

+ Gerard Pettipas, C.Ss.R.
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