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2 March 2011 
Dear Pastors, Lay Pastoral Animators and Parishioners,

This is my first letter to you since early January.  With the death of my dear mother on January 25th, my celebration of her funeral on the 29th, and subsequent catching up and other commitments throughout February, a letter in that month was difficult.  I hope now to get back on track.

Elizabeth Pettipas

I want to thank all of you for your cards, calls, emails, Masses and prayers on the occasion of my mother’s death.  At 91, my family was not surprised by her passing.  Over the last couple of years, her gradual decline was evident to us.  Of course, even that realization doesn’t totally prepare us for the finality of a loved one’s death.  The visitation at the funeral home and the Funeral Mass were occasions for support and deep faith for us all.  


Speaking very personally, I came to a very keen awareness at the funeral home before other family members and friends arrived.  Kneeling in prayer at my mother’s body lying in the casket, I was profoundly aware that the “essence” of my mother was no longer there.  Her body – that body which was her human way to relate to this world and everything/everybody in it – becomes an empty shell when the soul of the person is gone.  What my metaphysics professor would have called “Elizabeth-Pettipas-ness” was no longer there; she had entered another realm of reality that is beyond our senses.  What mystery there is to life!


I feel about my mother as I about all persons who are dear to me – persons are gifts.  They are placed in my life by a God who loves me.  Just as surely as they are freely given, they are also taken away.  The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord. (Job 1:21)
Archdiocesan Youth Ministry Coordinator


Despite out advertising for the position, we have not yet successfully filled the position of youth ministry coordinator for the archdiocese.  This position will remain open, and I am exploring another avenue that has been suggested to me.  Please keep this need in your prayers.

Archdiocesan Vocations Committee


As I’ve announced before, we presently have three seminarians discerning and preparing to become priests for the archdiocese – Dan Hanrahan, Daniel Jodoin and Patrick Lepage.  We could have three more by this fall.  Recognizing the blessings that are ours right now and the call to take advantage of some momentum, I’ve directed our vocation director, Msgr. Charles Lavoie, to assemble an archdiocesan vocations committee.  This committee would explore how we can promote awareness of and interest in God’s call in people’s lives, specifically to the priesthood and religious life.  While this committee is being formed, I count on you all to pray for vocations, and encourage them in your own parishes.
New Missal and General Instruction on the Roman Missal (GIRM)


You have heard over the past few years that a revised order for the Mass and a new translation of Mass texts has been in the works.  At the recent meeting of western Canadian bishops held in Prince George BC, we were informed that these new texts will go into effect this fall.  The last Sunday of September, the 25th, is when the new GIRM will take effect. The new Mass texts will be used as of the First Sunday of Advent, November 27th, 2011.  Once teaching aids are available to us, we will begin to prepare for these changes, beginning with the clergy.
St. Joseph Parish, Spirit River


By now, you may all have heard that a fire occurred in the rectory in Spirit River, destroying the contents and personal effects of Father Cyril Joseph.  As the parish comes to terms with how best to restore the priest’s accommodations there, Father Cyril will be staying at the rectory in Rycroft.  The phone number there is (780) 765-3931.  

Berwyn and Marie-Reine


As of Sunday 13 March, the parishes in Berwyn and Marie-Reine will be officially closed.  For several years now, the people from Berwyn have been attending in Grimshaw.  In Marie-Reine, the small number who worshipped there regularly has diminished to the point of making the parish non-viable.  These faithful will from now on attend at the parish of their choice in the vicinity.  While I regret the diminishment of some of our rural communities, reality forces us to make such decisions.
Ash Wednesday and the Season of Lent


Ash Wednesday is around the corner – March 9th.  This begins the season of Lent, a time of inner conversion and spiritual renewal.  I encourage us, one and all, to consider carefully how you will observe this special time in the Church year.  The three broad areas that we might examine are prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  I find that there’s a relationship between these practices and the virtues of faith, hope and love.  Faith is exercised by prayer.  During the weeks of Lent, many Catholics make an extra effort to get to daily Mass, or to take up a devotion, or to read a spiritual book.  Hope is that virtue by which we continue to trust in God, regardless of all else.  If we can “fast” in the sense of letting go of something, especially something that we may think of as “essential” to our happiness, we grow in our reliance on God who is the giver of all things.  Our charity toward the needy is an expression of love, when it is given and joyfully – a true alms.  I came upon a saying recently: give until it feels good, not just until it hurts.  

The prophets remind us that all such observance cannot be for show, or motivated by guilt or fear.  Do enjoy – and I mean “enjoy” – your season of Lent.
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