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1 March 2010
Dear Pastors. Lay Pastoral Animators and Parishioners,


I write this as I make plans to attend the annual meeting of the Assembly of Western Catholic Bishops, from March 2nd to 5th.  These meetings normally take place in Edmonton, but this year’s is slated for Lumsden SK in the Archdiocese of Regina.  This year marks the 100th anniversary of the Regina Archdiocese, so Archbishop Bohen has invited us to hold our meeting there this year.


This led me to wonder when such a milestone will occur for us.  The archdiocese of Grouard-McLennan was established as a diocese in 1967, which means we will be celebrating our 50th anniversary as a diocese in 2017.  That’s something to look forward to!  Of course, all the other missionary dioceses in the north-west will be celebrating in the same year, as we were all given the status of “diocese” in the same year, Canada’s centennial.  

The Sacrament of Confirmation


In my series on the sacraments, we come to the second, Confirmation.  This sacrament is treated in The Catechism of the Catholic Church in paragraphs 1285 to 1321.

Adult catechumens who are received into the Church at the Easter Vigil (or other times of the year, by exception) receive at the same ceremony the three sacraments of initiation: Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist (Communion).  They are thus welcomed into the community of faith, and take their rightful place in the Body of Christ, the Church.  In the Eastern Rites of the Church (such as the Ukrainian Catholics), these three sacraments are still received at one ceremony, even by infants.  The baby is baptized, confirmed, and given Communion.  You may have noticed that any Ukrainian Catholics in our schools are not re-confirmed when their classmates receive this sacrament.  

In the Western Church (the Latin Rite), the practice has been very different.  In the case of children, we have separated these three sacraments by several years.  The bishop is the usual minister of the Sacrament of Confirmation, although he can delegate any priest to administer it as well.  The diocesan bishop is to determine the proper age at which Confirmation is to be received, and as a result, there have arisen a variety of practices across the country in this regard.  Some bishops have taken up the cause of restoring the original order of the sacraments, so that one receives baptism (as an infant), then confirmation, before receiving first Communion.  These last two would take place at the same ceremony, but Confirmation first.  The more common practice in North America is for first Communion to be received at about age seven, and Confirmation from about age ten to age seventeen.

The Sacrament of Confirmation finds its origins in anointing, and in the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the early disciples.  Anointing with oil has a long and venerable history.  In Old Testament times, kings and priests were anointed as a blessing upon them; they were to exercise a high calling in the life of the people or of the temple.  Objects that are intended for a sacred service are also anointed with oil; in the blessing and consecration of a church, for example, the walls and the altar are anointed with Sacred Chrism.  The anointing in Confirmation is of the same order: this person’s baptism is deepened, and he or she is shown to be set apart for a holy life, a worthy disciple of Jesus.  

As the original disciples were in need of the power of the Holy Spirit to be able to spread the good news with courage and confidence, so are we in our day.  The gifts of the Holy Spirit (wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord), when welcomed and cherished by an open-hearted candidate, bear much fruit in the life of that person for their good and for the growth of God’s kingdom.

Over the past few years, I have tried to downplay at Confirmation ceremonies anything that would make this sacrament appear like a “graduation”.  We graduate at the end of a term of study; we receive a certificate that attests to our having successfully completed a course.  Confirmation, on the other hand, is not the end of anything!  Rather, it’s a deepening and strengthening, a call to even more devoted discipleship.  


A major struggle that I know many priests and catechists face is the seeming attrition from church practice of our young people at precisely the age of their confirmation.  My own understanding of personal development leads me to believe that this is not so much a loss of faith, as it is the many crises of the teenage years.  I know of no easy answer to this dilemma.  In fidelity to our Confirmation as people of faith, I believe that we must continue to do the utmost to pass on to our young, of whatever age, the best that our faith has to give us.

Chrism Mass


Tuesday 30 March, the Tuesday of Holy Week, is the date slated for our Chrism Mass.  This is one of the few annual liturgical events that attempts to draw the whole archdiocese together: clergy, Religious and laity, young and old, from all regions and parishes.  Given the distances involved, it is often difficult for more than those in the proximity of McLennan to attend, but I do wish to extend the invitation to you, one and all.  The Mass that evening will begin at 7:30 p.m.


This ceremony includes two additional elements besides the Eucharist.  One if the blessing of the three holy oils that we use in certain sacraments: the Oil of the Sick (used in the Sacrament of the Sick), the Oil of Catechumens (used in Baptism), and the Sacred Chrism (used in Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Orders).  As well, the priests assembled renew their commitment to priestly service under the bishop as the principal shepherd of the diocese.  
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