Faith Formation Committee of Grouard McLennan Archdiocese
Faith Formation in review     June 2010 

In April 2009 Archbishop Pettipas formed a faith formation committee consisting of 13 members from the different deaneries. Members are Russ Snoble, Hazel Vicklund, Henri Lambert, Lillian Beland, Allan Forsberg, Linda Nicholson, Pauline Becker, Klaus Schmidt, Cathy Dusterhoft, Dorothy Cowell, Fr. Ed Eherer, Sr. Georgette and Sr. Louise. The committee will review the basic needs of parish communities, the programs being used, and to recommend programs or approaches which would meet the needs of the faithful.
During the 2009-2010 term, September to June we held six Saturday meetings. 

What did we do?

-We developed a mission statement, “The archdiocesan Faith formation Committee seeks to foster faith education, spiritual growth and Christian leadership on our journey of faith as individuals and as community.”
-We addressed the issues of how to build a diocesan church, how to provide opportunities to grow in faith, how to learn about and meet the needs of the parish, the diocese and the wider church. Background reading included “You Give Them Something to Eat” a National Pastoral Plan for Evangelization and Catechesis with Adults
-One of our major goals was a study and reflection on the Sacraments of Initiation with a focus on Confirmation and the needs of the communities in the preparation for this sacrament. Do we need to set some standards? We are still in the process of an in depth study of the Restoring of the order of the Initiation Sacraments- Baptism, Confirmation, First Communion. One of the resources we read is “Celebrating Confirmation Before First Communion.” There are several copies of this book in the resource center in Peace River. In May Catherine Ecker presented an excellent workshop A Second Look at Christian Initiation. This was open to anyone of interest. Our goal is to have a recommendation on Confirmation ready to present to Archbishop Pettipas by June 2011.

In preparation for Mission 2010 a complete list of the bible study programs and resources available have been compiled.
-The Diocesan Lay Formation program was revised to meet the needs of the communities and of the archdiocese as a whole. A sub committee was formed of Sr. Georgette, Sr. Louise, Hazel Vicklund, Linda Nicholson, and Dorothy Cowell. A new format for faith formation called Growing in Faith was developed. The main goals are to nurture the seeds of faith, to rekindle ones hunger for God, to evangelize in the small communities. Several planning meetings were held and 3 inspiring sessions were held;


Sandy Prather- Treasures in Scripture in High Prairie and Joussard in Nov.2009


Bob McKeon- Creation and Human Life in Falher in March 2010


Father Roger Keeler- Seeking the Face of Jesus in Peace River in June 2010-08-30

Sr. Geogette and Sr. Louise have been busy developing the new Growing in Faith programs including several leadership programs for RCIA with Father Michael Koch one for the clergy and one for anyone interested. 

.

With faith and hope,

The Faith Formation Committee 

